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Virginia’s Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims

— Seasonally unadjusted weekly initial unemployment insurance claims rose by 17.5% from the

previous filing week as continued claims fell to their lowest level since April.—

RICHMOND—The Virginia Employment Commission (VEC) announced that the total
number of initial claims filed from the beginning of the pandemic in Mid-March of
2020 through the July 18, 2020 filing week surpassed one million initial claims.

For the filing week ending July 18, the figure for seasonally unadjusted initial claims in Virginia was
37,946. The latest claims figure was an increase of 5,654 claimants from the previous week and rose to its

highest level since May.

For the most recent filing week, continued weeks claimed totaled 357,098, down 14,972 from the previous
week, but 337,023 higher than the 20,075 continued claims from the comparable week last year. They have
trended downward in the last month and fell to their lowest level since April during the most recent filing
week. The continued claims total is mainly comprised of those recent initial claimants who continued to file

for unemployment insurance benefits during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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For additional information on who is claiming unemployment insurance in Virginia, access the VEC’s
U.L claims data dashboard (https://www.vec.virginia.gov/ui-claims-dashboard) that is updated no later

than the following Monday after the weekly claims press release.

Virginia Weekly Unemployment Insurance Claims Activity
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Continued

Claims 133,184 236,791 297,993 341,295 376,689 392,673 403,557 402,926 398,411 396,056 386,893 375,579 366,714 378,607 372,070 357,098

Source: The Virginia Employment Commission. Not seasonally adjusted.

Nationwide, in the week ending July 18, the advance figure for seasonally adjusted initial claims was
1,416,000, an increase of 109,000 from the previous week's revised level. The previous week's level was
revised up by 7,000 from 1,300,000 to 1,307,000. The advance number of actual initial claims under state
programs, unadjusted, totaled 1,370,947 in the week ending July 18, a decrease of 141,816 (or -9.4 percent)
from the previous week. There were 196,382 initial claims in the comparable week in 2019. Looking at
preliminary data, most states reported decreases while fifteen states reported weekly increases on a
seasonally unadjusted basis. Virginia’s preliminary weekly change (+7,896) was the largest increase among

states. Others included California (+7,759), Louisiana (+4,804), Nevada (+4,109), and Tennessee (+3,734).

(more)



Initial Unemployment Insurance Claimants
Week Ending July 18, 2020

Each Dot Equals One Claimant

Initial Unemployment Claims data were summed by zip code area. The dots do not show precise locations within the zip code area.

Map produced by Virginia c Economic & Analytics Division, July 2020

Continued Unemployment Insurance Claimants
Week Ending July 18, 2020

Each Dot Equals One Claimant

Initial Unemployment Claims data were summed by 7ip code area. The dots do not show precise locations within the zip code area.

Map produced by Virginia Ce i Economic & Analytics Division, July 2020
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Initial Unemployment Insurance Claimants by County and City
Weeks Ending July 18, 2020 Over July 11, 2020 Change




